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'    '         PREFACE. 

The  United  Empire  Loyalists  who  settled  this  Pro- 
vince at  the  close  of  the  American  Revolutionary  War 
in  1783,  for  the  most  part  passed  away  in  the  next 
few  succeeding  years.  It  was  their  sons  mainly  who 
preserved  this  country  to  the  British  Crown  in  the  war 
of  1812-14.  Of  the  grandchildren  of  the  original  settlers 
but  few  now  remain;  whilst  the  third  generation  are  the 
men  and  women  of  the  present  day,  now  declining  in  the 
vale  of  years.  * 

Almost  of  the  necessity  of  things  but  few  records  of 
the  U.  E.  Loyalists  have  been  preserved  by  their 
families,  and  it  was  felt  that  unless  some  systematic 
and  organized  effort  were  made  to  gather  the  fragments 
which  might  yet  remain,  every  trace  of  them  might  be 
lost,  excepting  such  as  are  fortunately  preserved  in 
public  archives. 

The  descendants  of  U.  E.  Loyalists  are  now  inter 
spersed  throughout  the  Dominion.  Some  are  building 
up  new  provinces  in  what  but  a  few  years  ago  was  the 
illimitable  wilderness  of  the  North-West,  whilst  others 
are  scattered  throughout  the  world.  Some  few — a  very 
few,  it  is  to  be  feared — still  retain  the  original  home- 
steads* granted  by  the  Crown  to  their  forefathers;  yet 
all  have  this  tie  in  common. 

The  initial  step  towards  the  formation  of  this 
Association  was  taken  at  the  meeting  called  at  the 
Canadian  Institute,  February  28th,  1896. 

The  late  Honourable  John  Beverley  Robinson, 
formerlv  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  Province,  him- 
self a  descendant  of  a  U.  E.  Loyalist,  was  appropri- 
ated railed  to  the  chair,  and  unanimously  elected 
President  of  the  Association. 

Much  was  expected  from  Mr.  Robinson  in  this  posi- 
tion, as  it  was  known  that  he  was  well  versed  in  matters 
appertaining  to  the  early  history  of  this  country,  and 
took  so  keen  an  interest  in  all  connected  therewith. 


*Mr.  Peregrine  Otway  Page  still  resides  on  Lot  32,  B.  F.,  Lake  Erie, 
granted  to  his  father,  Thomas  Otway  Page,  Esquire. 


But  it  was  otherwise  ordained,  and  under  circum- 
stances of  an  almost  tragic  nature,  and  whilst  engaging 
in  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  public  duty,  Mr.  Robinson 
died  on  the  19th  June  in  this  year. 

A  circumstance  connected  with  the  formation  of  the 
Association,  and  the  election  of  its  officers,  so  interesting 
as  to  be  worthy  of  special  mention,  was,  that  it  was 
ascertained  that  at  this  late  date — one  hundred  and 
thirteen  years  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion— there  still  survived  several  gentlemen  who  were 
the  sons  of  officers  who  had  served  throughout  that  war. 

It  was  felt  that  the  Association  would  be  honouring 
itself  by  appropriately  recognizing  these  gentlemen,  and 
they  were  accordingly  elected  "  Honourary  Vice-Presi- 
dents "  of  the  Society. 

At  the  general  meeting  of  the  United  Empire 
Loyalist  Association  of  Ontario,  held  at  the  Canadian 
Institute,  May  11th,  1896,  on  motion, 

The  Honourable  John  Beverley  Robinson  was  voted 
into  the  chair. 

The  chairman  appointed  Mr.  W.  Hamilton  Merritt 
to  act  as  secretary  to  the  meeting. 

The  following  Constitution  and  By-laws,  drawn  up 
by  the  Special  Committee,  were  then  read  ami  approved. 

NAME. 

I.  The  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  "  United 
Empire  Loyalist  Association  of  Ontario." 

OBJECTS. 

II.  Whereas  it  is  recorded  that  at  the  Council 
Chambers  at  Quebec,  on  Monday,  9th  November,  1789, 
His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Dorchester 
intimated  to  the  Council  that  it  was  his  wish  to  put  a 
mark  of  honour  upon  the  families  who  had  adhered  to 
the  unity  of  the  Empire,  and  joined  the  Royal  Standard 
in  America  before  the  Treaty  of  Separation  in  the  year 
1783.  The  Council  concurring  with  his  Lordship,  it  is 
accordingly  ordered,  "  That  the  several  Land  Boards 
take  course  for  preserving  a  registry  of  the  names  of  all 
persons  falling  under  the  description  aforementioned,  to 
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the  end  that  their  posterity  may  be  discriminated  from 
the  future  settlers,  in  the  parish  registers  and  rolls  of 
tbe  militia  of  their  respective  districts  and  other  public 
remembrances  of  the  Province,  as  proper  objects,  by 
their  perservering  in  the  fidelity  and  conduct  so  honour- 
able in  their  ancestors  for  distinguished  benefits  and 
privileges." 

The  objects  of  this  Association  shall  be: — 

(a)  To  unite  together  the  descendants  of  those  fami- 
lies who,  in  1775  to  1788,  sacrificed  their  homes  to  re- 
main loval  to  the  British  Crown,  and  to  perpetuate  this 
spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Empire. 

(6)  To  preserve  the  history  and  traditions  of  that 
important  epoch  in  Canadian  history  by  rescuing  from 
oblivion  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  loyalist  fami- 
lies before  it  is  too  late. 

(c)  To  collect  together  in  a  suitable  place  the  por- 
traits, relics  and  documents  relating  to  the  United  Em- 
pire Loyalists  which  are  now  scattered  throughout  the 
Dominion. 

((/)  To  publish  an  historical  and  genealogical 
journal. 

QUALIFICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP. 

III.  All  persons  who  can  trace  their  lineal  descent 
(male  or  female),  by  either  the  male  or  female  line,  from 
the  United  Empire  Loyalists  shall  be  eligible  for  mem- 
bership. Associate  members  shall  be  the  wives  or  hus- 
bands of  ordinary  members,  and  who  are  not  otherwise 
qualified  for  membership. 

ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS. 

IV.  A  recommendation  for  admission,  signed  by 
two  members,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  secretary,  and 
by  him  laid  before  a  Special  Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  qualifications  of  appli- 
cants for  membership.  If  the  report  of  this  committee 
is  satisfactory,  the  person  shall  be  ballotted  for  at  the 
next  meeting,  and  a  majority  shall  elect.  The  Associa- 
tions shall  have  power  at  any  meeting  called  for  that 
purpose  to  expel  any  member  for  cause,  shewn  by  a 
three-fourths  majority  of  those  present. 


; 
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Jl    In       ^ 
V.  The  membership  and  associate    membership  tee  .  x 

shall  be  one  dollar,  and  family,  viz.,  husband,  wife  and  ^ 
children  residing  at  home,  shall  be  two  dollars  per  an- 
num, payable  in  advance  ;  non-resident  membership  fee,    V 
50  cents    per    annum.       But  any  member    or    associate 
member  being  one  year  in  arrear  may  be  struck  off  the    ^    ,  ^    ^f\ 
list    of    members  by  the  committee.       Any  person    eli- 
gible for  membership  ma}T  become  a  life  member  by  pay- 
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ir.g  the  sum  of  $15,  and  shall  be  exempt  from  further    "Vj 
payment. 

OFFICERS. 


Of 

VI.  The  office-bearers  shall    consist  of  one    Presi-       *      \^    Sj 
dent,  five  Vice-Presidents  (one  of  whom  shall  be  a  lady,    ^  V£« 
elected    by  the    Ladies'  Committee    as    their    presiding 

officer),    Secretary-Treasurer,    and    Assistant    Secretary    ^ 
(who  may  be  a  lady). 

HONOURARY  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

VII.  All  sons^of  United  Empire  Loyalists  now  liv- 
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ing  are  to  be  Honourary  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Associa-       ,\ 
tion. 

■  \^ 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

VIII.  To  consist  of    seven,    three    of    whom    shall 
form  a  quorum,  which  will  manage  all  the  affairs  of  th"    ^ 
Association.  \ 


§  W 


INVESTIGATING  COMMITTEE.  V  X 

• v     x 

IX.  To  consist  of  three,  two  of  whom  shall  form  a  >>  . 

quorum,  will  have    all    names    of    persons    nominated   , 
passed  by  them  before  being  brought  before  the  Associa-   N 
tion  for  election. 

LADIES'   COMMITTEE.  ^    tVi      yjf 

X.  Seven  members,  three  of  whom  will  form  a 
quorum,  will  arrange  all  matters  submitted  to  them  by 
the  Committee  of  Management,  to  whom  they  will  re- 
port, .v 

XL  All   past   Presidents   of  the   Association   shall  ^» 

be  honourary  members  of  the  Committee  of  Manage-      \     \} 
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ment,  and  all  past  lady  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  honour 
ary  members  of  the  Ladies'  Committee. 

XII.  Where  it  is  not  otherwise  stated,  the  officers 
and  members  of  committees  shall  be  gentlemen. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

XIII.  The  President  shall  be  chairman  of  all  meet- 
ings at  which  he  shall  be  present,  and  in  his  absence,  one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents.  In  the  absence  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents,  the  members  shall  elect  a  chairman  for  the 
meeting. 

XIV.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  hold  in  trust 
the  funds  of  the  Association,  which  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  name  of  the  Association  at  a  bank  approved  by 
the  committee.  He  shall  receive  all  moneys  and  pay  all 
accounts  that  are  properly  certified  as  correct  by  the 
committee,  and  shall  present  from  time  to  time  a  state- 
ment of  the  accounts. 

XV.  Himself  or  the  Assistant  Secretary  shall  at- 
tend all  meetings,  shall  take  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings, shall  be  responsible  for  the  safe  custody  of  all 
papers,  books  and  other  property,  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  shall  conduct  the  general  busi- 
ness of  the  Association. 

MEETINGS. 

XVI.  The  Annual  General  Meeting  for  the  election 
of  office-bearers,  and  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  Association,  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of  Toronto,  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  March  in  each  year,  or  at  such 
other  date  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  committee. 
Monthly  meetings  are  to  be  held  upon  the  second  Thurs- 
day in  every  month. 

XVII.  General  meetings  shall  be  called  for  the 
reading  and  discussion  of  papers,  and  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business.  Any  special  business  or  subject  for 
discussion  shall  be  specified  in  the  notice  convening  such 
a  meeting. 

XVIII.  Extraordinary  or  urgent  business  may  be 
transacted  at  any  meeting  when  considered  absolutely 
necessary  by  a  three-quarter  majority  of  those  present. 
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XIX.  A  special  general  meeting  may  be  called  at 
any  time  by  the  President  or  Committee,  notice  of 
which,  stating  the  nature  of  the  business,  shall  be 
mailed  by  the  Secretary  to  each  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

XX.  At  all  general  meetings,  whether  special  or 
annual,  ten  members  shall  form  a  quorum. 

AMENDMENTS  OF  CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS 

XXI.  The  foregoing  Constitution  and  By-laws  may 
be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  any  meeting,  but 
notice  of  motion  for  such  amendment  must  be  given  at 
least  eight  weeks  previous  to  the  discussion  of  the  same, 
of  which  notice  the  Secretary  shall  duly  inform  every 
member.      Carried  and  adopted. 


OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT 


The   Honourable  John  Beverley  Robinson, 
who  died  June  19th,  1896. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

For  Toronto — Allan  McLean  Howard,  192  Carlton  St. 
For  Eastern  Branch — John   A.  Macdonald,  Esq.,  Q.C., 

"  The  Pines,"  Alexandria,  Ont. 

SJ      /  HONOURARY  VICE-PRESIDENTS 

i       Cha-rees  Gamble,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

Alexander  Macdonell,  Esq.,  Huron  Street. 
Peregrine  Otway  Page,  Esq.,  "  The  Maplefields,' 

Ridgeway. 
Sir  Hugh  Macdonnell,  C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  H.B.M.  Min 
ister  to  Lisbon. 

&  A/6/ AtotfM      '        ^ 

SECRETARY-TREASURE  R 
Yf.  Hamilton  Merritt,  Esq.,  )5  Toronto  Street, 
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ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 
Mrs.  Clarkson,  131  Beverley  Street. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Messrs.  H.  H.  Cook,  Messrs.  Stephen  M.  Jarvis, 

A.  H.  F.  Lefroy,  G.  Sterling  Ryerson, 

C.  E.  Ryerson,  Lt-Col.  G.  A.  Shaw, 

The  Reverend  C.  E.  Thompson. 

INVESTIGATING  COMMITTEE 

Messrs.  A.  McLean  Howard,        C.  E.  Ryerson, 
Claude  Macdonell. 

HONOURARY  LEGAL  ADVISER 
E.  M.  Chadwick,  Esq. 

LADIES'  COMMITTEE 

Miss  L.  Clarke,  Mrs.  Dunn, 

Miss  Dickson,  Mrs.  I.  D.  Edgar, 

Mrs.  Forsyth  Grant  Miss  Merritt, 

Mrs.  Montgomery  Brereton. 
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